Red Pouch Gall

The picture is of a red pouch gall which are found on staghorn sumac. These are caused by the sumac gall aphid or Melaphis rhois. They are also found on smooth sumac. This aphid has a very interesting method of reproduction. The female aphid lays a single egg on the underside of a sumac leaf which reacts by forming a sac around it. Often this single egg results in    asexual reproduction of many aphids within the gall. In the late summer, female aphids with wings leave and search for moss plants where they produce another asexual group of aphids. This group produces both males and sexual females which search out sumac to start the cycle all over again. The Red pouch galls do no harm to the sumac. If cut open, the colony of aphids can often be seen. 
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